SWST and Technology Transfer by Boehner, A. William
WOOD AND FIBER SCIENCE
JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY OF WOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
SWST AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
Efficient use of wood is a primary purpose of our
profession. We as wood science and technology
professionals go about our daily work improving
products and processes and developing new prod-
ucts and processes that perform better using
fewer resources. Not only do we develop knowl-
edge of wood, but we draw on expertise from
other professions to help us improve product per-
formance so we can continue to compete effec-
tively with steel, plastic, concrete, and other
materials. By publishing a peer-reviewed journal,
we ensure that our knowledge is shared. How-
ever, we do not directly address consumers, such
as home builders, remodeling contractors, do-it-
yourselfers, and the serious amateur, for example.
That’s why I was heartened by and enthusiasti-
cally support Alain Cloutier’s editorial in Wood
and Fiber Science, July 2012 (Vol. 44, Number
3), which states “SWST should be a source of
information on wood and other renewable mate-
rials. To accomplish this, we could revise and
rebrand what we have. We should also publish
short articles or ‘fact sheets’ on actual research
topics, easily available from the web. Another
way to reach out would be to offer webinars on
current research performed by our members.”
Not only should we (SWST) rebrand what we
have, but we should include the Forest Products
Society in a joint effort to reach the public and
transfer our knowledge of wood. We should
include other credible sources of information
about wood and its proper use. There are many
organizations providing sound information about
wood and its proper use and we could include on
our website the appropriate links.
I am dismayed when I go into a retail store and
listen to a salesperson give me or the customer
next to me erroneous information about wood
products. It is interesting that people who suppos-
edly received training to sell wood products often
know so little about them. In the past year or so I
have had several occasions to buy treated timbers
and because they were going to be used in ground
contact, I wanted to be sure they were treated to
the appropriate level. I went to three retail yards
and no one helping me knew there were ground
contact and aboveground treatment levels. I took
them into the warehouse and showed them the
attached tags and explained the difference. I hope
I had a small impact.
However, this is a little example of a large prob-
lem. How do we, as professionals, get informa-
tion to the public about how to properly use
wood? We have an enormous amount of informa-
tion at our academic institutions, extension agen-
cies, the Forest Products Laboratory and other
government laboratories, and other entities. We
learned the basics a long time ago, and it is easy
to get caught up in the latest research, but we
should recognize the need for making the more
basic knowledge easily accessible by the public.
The information transfer path needs to be repaired
(or created, perhaps). Fact sheets posted on www
.swst.org or www.forestprod.org should be among
the first five hits from an Internet search.
I have not spoken with Alain so I do not know
to what extent he would take this idea. I feel
we could create fact sheets designed for many
types of people: homeowners, occasional wood-
workers, serious amateurs, professional builders,
remodeling contractors, small businesses, and
so on. Perhaps we could enhance the fact sheets
with short videos. Fact sheets could be one page
or many pages (such as the very good energy
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literacy educational bulletin found at www1.eere
.energy.gov/education/energy_literacy.html). Many
of these fact sheets already exist, and we would
need to simply provide a link to them.
The upcoming annual meetings of SWST and
the Forest Products Society might be a good
time to explore in depth Alain’s idea that SWST
should be a source of information on wood and
other renewable materials. My input is:
 It should be a joint effort between Society of
Wood Science and Technology and Forest
Products Society; we share many of the
same goals.
 It should be interdisciplinary because we are
an interdisciplinary profession.
 It should focus on providing sound information
to individual wood users as well as businesses.
 Submissions should have some level of
peer review.
 It could be structured to allow it to be student-
organized and -run (with appropriate supervi-
sion) with students receiving college credits.
 Contributions from professors might count
toward tenure.
 Retirees could be tapped to assist.
 The fact sheets or videos might be used in
elementary school and secondary school sci-
ence classes.
Here are some topics that come quickly to mind:
 What is life cycle analysis, how is it per-
formed, who designs the databases, how is it
interpreted, and so on, with easy-to-understand
graphics and text?
 What is nanotechnology, and what are some
examples in the wood field (or any other field)?
 What are treated timbers, and how do I choose
them at the retail yard?
 How do I build a better fence using wood
posts (post on our website, the bulletin
“Building Better Farm Fences,” by John R.
Neetzel, 1964, School of Forestry, University
of Minnesota, Extension Bulletin 272)? I am
quite serious. As I drive around the western
US, I see miles of fences built by someone
who should have read this publication.
 What are the advantages of using wood for
biofuels or bioenergy?
 What do grade marks on lumber and compos-
ite materials mean?
 What are the basics of shrinking and swelling
of wood?
 What do wood products have to do with car-
bon storage, and why should I care about it?
 Which furniture joints are strongest?
Our members could increase this list many times
as well as provide links to sites that would be
helpful in achieving wider distribution of current
wood science knowledge as well as a glimpse
into the future.
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